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Santa Cruz County Democratic Party 
Endorsement Questionnaire for the Primary 
Election 2024 


Must be completed and submitted no later than December 1, 2023 at 5 PM. 
Santa Cruz County Democrats, PO Box 7763, Santa Cruz, 95061, 
or by email: endorsements@cruzdcc.groups.io 


The Santa Cruz County Democratic Central Committee will be considering endorsing eligible Democrats 
who have qualified to appear on the ballot in the Primary Election on March 5, 2024 for both contested and 
uncontested positions. In order to be eligible, a candidate must be a registered Democrat for at least three 
months prior to the final filing date for that candidate's race in this election. An endorsement by us 
automatically carries an endorsement by the California Democratic Party. 


All eligible candidates who wish to be considered for endorsement are invited to complete our Candidate 
Endorsement Questionnaire and return a copy electronically (1) via Google Forms, or (2) by email to 
endorsements@cruzdcc.groups.io no later than December 1, 2023 at 5 PM, or (3) by USPS Mail 
postmarked no later than November 27th, to arrive by December 1, 2023 to Santa Cruz County Democratic 
Central Committee, PO Box 7763, Santa Cruz, CA 95061. Due to recently implemented USPS delays, we 
encourage an electronic reply. 


Thank you for submitting your questionnaire. We look forward to hearing from you at our Endorsement 
Forum on December 13, 2023 at 7 PM at LOCATION TBD 


Questions: Please email us at endorsements@cruzdcc.groups.io 


Email * 


joyforsantacruz@gmail.com sees 


Candidate Name * 
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Candidate Phone Number * 


Candidate Email * 


joyforsantacruz@gmail.com 


Preferred Mailing Address * 
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Preferred Phone Number * 


Name of Campaign Committee and FPPC * 


voy Senendledecker 1or City Council District 3 2024, PREC #1404108 


Campaign Website * 


https://joyforsantacruz.com 


Social Media * 


https://www.facebook.com/joyforsantacruz, https://www.instagram.com/joyforsantacruz24/ 
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Candidate headshot for future use should candidate be endorsed 


E IMG_8363 - Joy ... 


What are the approximate years you have been registered as Democrat in Santa Cruz County? * 


Six. | re-registered as a Democrat for Bernie in 2017. 


Have you been registered in another county? If so, in what county were you registered and how 
long were you registered? 


| was registered as a Green or Democrat In Maryland continuously since registering to vote in 1993, 
including when living overseas 2005-2015. I’ve never missed voting in an election. 


Describe your involvement with the Democratic Party in the local, state, or national level over the * 
past few years. 


| am most involved now as an elected Assembly District Delegate. | am also a member of the People’s 
Democratic Club and the Democratic Women’s Club of Santa Cruz County. | am a member of the Working 
Families Party and Democratic Socialists of America; while they are not part of the Democratic party, they 
both support candidates who run as Democrats. 


List the 10 organizational or personal endorsements of your candidacy that you consider to be * 
the most important or most representative of your campaign (Please separate each 
endorsement with a semicolon). 


Santa Cruz for Bernie;, SEIU 521; Monterey Bay Central Labor Council (representing over 80 unions); Sandy 
Brown; Chris Krohn; Ron Pomerantz; Jane Weed-Pomerantz; Kayla Kumar; Rachel Kippen; Zav Hershfield; 
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Briefly describe the aspects of your background and experiences that indicate your j 
qualifications for the office you seek. 


I am a mother, artist, teacher, and community organizer living on the Westside of Santa Cruz. My life path 
reflects my essential values of social justice, participatory democracy, collective care, and ecological 
stewardship. | am committed, personally and professionally, to these values and believe they distinctly 
qualify me to serve on city council, where there are more working artists than in most cities in the country. 


Parenting children demands responsibility, frugality, communication, and empathy. 


Working as an Artist and administering artistic and community projects requires bravery, risk, tenacity, and 
composure. 


Community Organizing with the Santa Cruz Chapter of the Democratic Socialists of America, Sanitation for 
the People, and Santa Cruz Cares, where | have personally served the city’s most vulnerable and 
marginalized residents to help reduce the harms of neglect and inequality, fiercely demonstrates my respect, 
engagement, and concern for everyone in my community. Among other positions, | served for two years on 
the Board of Governors for an inner-city primary school in London, working with an extraordinarily diverse 
student and family population from dozens of countries, as well as teachers and city council members, to 
bring new curricula, child protections, environmental programs, workplace improvements, and a more 
equitable budget to the school. 


What are the top five major issues facing this office? (Please label each one and briefly K 
describe. Separate each with a semicolon). 


A structurally inequitable and unaffordable housing market coupled with the hyper-commodification of 
almost all other elements necessary to sustain life (food, water, health care, sanitation, transportation); 
Rank-and-file workers (union and not) are not paid enough and need better workplace conditions; 

The impacts of climate change are being felt before we have adequately prepared, and out emergency 
response plans aren't detailed enough regarding frontline communities and people with "access and 
functional needs"; 

Street safety: residents aren't consistently able to bike and walk safely, separated from cars; 

City Council representation and governance are top-down instead of truly participatory, leading to an 
ongoing crisis of constituent confidence in our elected and non-elected city leaders. 


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/10UokJ202rqQceRKSqFbChwORolFqRifGVjX4w9hsXyg/edit#response=AC Y DBNiqOMyMIWaZer_9reMUpkv71PX9h3TGS5SJg... 4/7 


12/6/23, 8:11 PM Santa Cruz County Democratic Party Endorsement Questionnaire for the Primary Election 2024 


In 2022, voters overwhelming voted against the Greenway initiative (Measure D). However, there * 
are still concerns about the likelihood of the rail trail being built and the environmental impacts it 
could cause. Please explain your position on the rail trail and public transportation in our 
community. 


As a cyclist and walker, | love the rail trail and very much appreciate the segment that has been completed 
from Neary Lagoon to the Western limits of the city. Environmental impacts of tree removal can be 
anticipated and mitigated through more native tree preservation and planting elsewhere. With community 
demands to move away from car culture, the Green New Deal, and federal infrastructure funding, | feel 
confident that we can continue to build the political will to bring some form of passenger rail back to the 
corridor. 


Housing is still among the top issues in the county. Many residents are rent-burdened and find it * 
difficult to gain the generational wealth that previous generations have been able to build. How 
will you address housing issues in your district and the county overall? 


There are many things we can do while we wait for more affordable homes to be created. | support a 
property transfer tax and other wealth taxes, dedicated to our municipal Affordable Housing Trust Fund, so 
that we have more seed money for affordable housing projects and stabilization programs like Barbara Lee’s 
rolling fund for first-last month/security deposits. We need to enact renter protections (for more than half of 
our residents!) that expand on the California Tenant Protection Act of 2019, and support the overturning of 
Costa Hawkins so that tenant protections apply to all kinds of housing. | would also like to rein in the 
excessive (sometimes outright scam) rental application processes and fees that cost our residents 
hundreds or even thousands of dollars, as well as hours of their precious time in their frequent searches for 
housing. Establishing and supporting Community Land Trusts is an excellent way to bring housing back into 
affordability and community control. 


And finally, | emphatically support a city-wide Community Workforce Agreement (CWA). A CWA would be a 
logical companion to our hard-earned Objective Standards, bringing together the building trades, organized 
labor, local workers, youth in apprentice programs, small business owners, minoritized groups, and 
community groups of all inclinations. It would be the positive ordinance that backs up our 2019 Green New 
Deal resolution. Projects under these agreements are more likely to complete on-schedule (or early) and 
under-budget. They minimize labor disruptions, because the labor agreement is already in place. A city-wide 
CWA, in particular, could apply to both public and private projects, help prevent (yes, even in our town!) 
rampant wage-theft and safety violations, and temper the power of out-of-town for-profit developers. They 
can be set up to include non-union local businesses, so that we're not excluding them. 
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How will you ensure that the County's (or City’s) infrastructure (such as water, electricity, roads) * 
are maintained equitably in your district? 


Funding precinct assemblies would facilitate residents’ self organizing to bring their concerns to their 
council representative (eliminating one expensive consultation process each year would provide this 
funding). Instead of individualistic, complaint-driven, ad-hoc flagging of issues, groups of constituents could 
decide as a group what their priorities for infrastructure investment should be. Representatives from 
precincts could come together to build consensus on which areas in the district need attention first, and 
from there select representatives could go to a city-wide assembly. 


Aside from community-led processes, to equitably fund infrastructure we also need to reverse decades of 
community disinvestment and work towards a regenerative economy where community wealth and assets 


What steps will you take towards having a climate resiliency and mitigation plan in place to 2 
ensure the safety of all the residents with equity in mind? 


Our City Council adopted a Green New Deal resolution in 2019 and recently released their Climate Action 
Plan 2030. There are some great actions in that plan! At the same time, not only are we way behind on many 
targets, there are decisions being made all the time that run counter to transitioning to a just, sustainable 
Santa Cruz for the people who live and work here and for the Amah Mutsun Tribal Band. The Green New Deal 
is a fabulous framework for a better Santa Cruz, but we need to filter each and every decision that we make 
through a lens of climate justice, right-relations, tenants’ and workers’ rights, and raising the standard of 
living for our poorest residents—a true “Health in All Policies.” This lens needs to be based not on our biases, 
perceived “common sense,” or cynical real estate interests, but on evidence-based research and consensus- 
building practices. Platitudes won't get us to a real Green New Deal, and we can’t keep wasting time 
postponing the inevitable. 


We need to balance green development with environmental conservation and community needs for public 
green space. We should renovate buildings whenever possible and minimize new infrastructure for cars. 
When we build new affordable housing, we need to keep public open spaces with trees and benches within 
easy walking distance for elders, toddlers, and people with disabilities, especially as our world overheats. 
Citizen ballot initiatives can be aligned with these needs and would help preserve public ownership of our 
land, without us having to give up either neighborhood character or plans for more affordable housing. 


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/10UokJ202rqQceRKSqFbChwORolFqRifGVjX4w9hsXyg/edit#response=AC Y DBNiqOMyMIWaZer_9reMUpkv71PX9h3TGS5SJg... 6/7 


12/6/23, 8:11 PM Santa Cruz County Democratic Party Endorsement Questionnaire for the Primary Election 2024 


Please provide an example of when and how input and/or evidence has convinced you to i 


override your initial opinion on a public policy issue? 
| was undecided about the Rail Trail and the Greenway campaign at first. It took many conversations with 
people on both sides of the issue, over many months, for me to commit to my position in support of the trail 


and preserving the rails. Ultimately, arguments to preserve public property for the public good, investment in 
"multi-modal active transportation," and my love for train travel won out over arguments to preserve trees. 


This content is neither created nor endorsed by Google. 


Google Forms 


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/10Uo0kJ202rqQceRKSqFbChwORolFqRifGVjX4w9hsXyg/edit#response=AC Y DBNiqOMyMIWaZer_9reMUpkv71PX9h3TGS5SJg... WT 


